
Advance Ruling System  
on  

Tariff Classification 

By  

Ms. Phairin  Phuangphu 

Director of Customs tariff Standard Division II  

Ms.Napaporn Tengkaew 

Customs Technical Officer, Professional Level  

Customs Tariff Bureau 

 



• What is the Harmonized System? 

The Harmonized System or “HS” is a standard 
international Customs nomenclature developed 
and maintained by the World Customs 
Organization (WCO).  

It contributes to the harmonization of Customs 
and trade procedures. 

It is amended every 5 to 6 years. 

• Why is the standard nomenclature important? 
 

 The Harmonized System 



A standard nomenclature was 
consequently urgently required to : 

Ensure the systematic 
classification of goods; 

Classify all goods on a sound basis 
in all tariffs; 

Adopt a common Customs 
language that could be readily 
understood by users; 

Simplify the negotiation and 
interpretation of Customs and 
trade treaties and agreements; 

Facilitate the collection of data to 
compare statistics 

 

 The Harmonized System 



A Multi-purpose Commodity Classification System 
Arranged Into 
 

 The Harmonized System 

21 Sections of commodity sectors   

96 Chapters 

1,224 Headings (2012 Version) 

5,205 Six-digit codes (2012 Version) 

Supported with well defined rules for classification 



• 8-digit commodity 
nomenclature 

• Based on the HS  

ASEAN Harmonized Tariff Nomenclature : AHTN 

Structure of AHTN 

Sections I- XXI 

Chapter: 01-97 

Headings 

Subheadings 

ASEAN Subheadings 



01.01        Live horses, asses, mules and  hinnies. 

   - Horses: 

0101.21.00 - - Pure-bred breeding animals 

0101.29.00 - - Other 

0101.30 - Asses: 

0101.30.10 - - Pure-bred breeding animals 

0101.30.90 - - Other 

0101.90.00 - Other 

 

AHTN : Numbering Example 



AHTN :  An integral part of Tariff 

HS Hdg. 
AHTN 

Code 
Description 

Rate of 

Duty 

1601.00 Sausages and similar products, of meat, 

meat offal or blood; food preparations 

based on these products 

1601.00.10 - In airtight containers 
30% 

 

1601.00.90 - Other 30% 



• Pre-entry classification 
 

• Declaration-processing stage classification 
 

• Post-clearance stage classification 

Classification Work 



 

• Adding certainty and predictability to international trade  
 

• Helping traders to make sound business decisions based 
on legally binding rulings 
 

• Giving the importer ample time for planning 

Pre – entry classification 



 

• A service provided for importers to seek an advance 
ruling on tariff classification of goods prior to import into 
Thailand, upon a written request. 
 

• Customs Notification No. 39/2558 
 

• Submit a written request to the Customs Tariff Bureau, 
13th floor, 120 years Building.  

Advance Tariff Ruling (ATR) 



Advantages : 

Certainty  with regard to correct tariff classification for 
imported goods 

The ruling ensures that the tariff classification code 
used is deemed correct by the Customs 

The ruling is applied only to the declared goods are 
same as the goods identified in the ruling 

The ruling is effective for 2 years from the date of its 
issuance 

Advance Tariff Ruling (ATR) 



 

• An application must be in the prescribed form as 
specified in the Customs Notification No 39/2558.  
 

• A separate application must be made for each product. 
 

• Accompanied by the documents/ description of goods. 
 

• Fee 2000 THB / application 

Apply for ATR  



 

 Provide a full and accurate description of your goods in 
your application, including details of the: 

 Composition 

 technical specifications  

 specific function 

 Information can include, images or samples of packaging 
that gives the product contents or ingredients. 

Also provide samples of goods to help with accurate 
classification. 

Give a description of the goods 



๑. Applicant 

๒. Description of goods 

๓. Give a full and accurate 
description of the goods 

๔. Evidences of intention  
to import  

๕. Sample /catalogues  

๖. Previous classification 

๗. Give a suitable tariff code 

๘. Undergoing in process 

๙. Return of sample (if any) 

๑๐. consent to publicize  

๑๑.Authorized signature 

Application form 



 

Any application for same type of goods as those 
currently undergoing… 
 
 Customs process (e.g., appeal, post clearance audit) 

 

 The process of consideration in court 

An application will not be considered 



Normally, the ATR is issued within 60 official working 
days. 
 

 The ATR is issued within 30 official working days. 

Supporting documents indicated the intention to 
import the inquired goods:  
a purchase order or a sale contract or an invoice or a 
letter of credit (L/C), or a pro forma invoice. etc. 

submit application at least 30 days before the 
proposed date of importation. 

When will you get the ATR? 



You’ll get the ATR in writing on a legal document 
that shows: 
 

 The correct tariff code for the goods  

 MFN tariff rate 

 Its start date  

 Description of the goods  

 The reason for the decision 

What you receive 



Name of the goods 

Answer form 

Tariff code 

Customs duty rate 

Goods Description 

Reasons to classify 



 

 Submit the written request for review within 15 official 
working days from the date of receiving the ATR. 

 

 The decision for review will be sent within 30 official 
working days  

 

 The decision is deemed a final 

Request for review of ATR 



Although ATR are normally valid for 2 years, they may be revoked in 
circumstances such as: 

 Inaccurate or incomplete information was provided to us on 
application 

 The composition of the goods subsequently changes, the ATR may 
no longer apply 

 There is a change in the wording of the HS/ENs which affects 
interpretation of the nomenclature 

 The terms of the subheading or classification code changes, which 
alters the classification of the goods 

 There are subsequent changes in the interpretation of the 
nomenclatures which make the original decision no longer 
compatible with the law 

Can the ATR be changed? 



 

The applicant shall consent to publicize the ATR. 

Publication of ATR 


